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Running Away – Into the Plans of God – 1 Samuel 27:1-12 

 

Introduction: 

     David’s life has become a nightmare. King Saul is relentless in his pursuit of 
David, despite the fact that David has repeatedly shown his loyalty to the king. 
King Saul promises that he will stop his pursuit of David, but within days he is back 
on the hunt. David not only fears for his life, but also for that of his family and the 
families that have started to follow him.  

     No doubt the first response of David and his spiritual advisers was, “Simply 
trust God.”  This is what David has been doing, but he still has no peace. In his 
frustration, and maybe a little desperation, David takes his band of followers 
across the border, out of the land of Judea into the territory of the Philistines. 
King Saul has had limited success fighting the Philistines so David is banking on the 
fact that the king will not follow him into enemy territory.  

     Was this move a demonstration of a lack of faith? Was David jeopardizing his 
relationship with God through this move? Will this move thwart God’s plans? 
Though these questions will take several chapters to answer, we start to find 
answers in this chapter. As noted earlier, the main question of 1 Samuel is, “Who 
is in control here?”   

 

David Flees to the Philistines – 1Samuel 27:1-4 

   

1. What is David’s mood in verse 1? Why does he feel this way? 

2. What is David’s plan to free himself of the relentless pursuit of King Saul? (v.1) 

3. In verse 2 we get a list of those who went with David. Who joined him in exile? 
This verse reveals that something more is happening than just an escape plan. 
What are we learning about David and the promise that he will one day be 
king? 

4. This is not the first time David fled to Achish for help. Why might King Achish 
shelter David and his men? (v. 3) 
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5. What is the response of King Saul when he realizes David has fled into the 
territory of the Philistines (v. 4)? 

 

David’s Request for a Home – 1 Samuel 27:5-7 

 

6. What favour does David ask of Achish, King of Gath (v. 5)? Why might David 
make this request of the king? 

7. How does the king respond to David’s request (v. 6)?  

 

8. Take a look at where Ziklag is thought to have been located (we are not certain 
but archeologists believe this to be the area. What is strategic about this 
location?  

9. What interesting piece of information do we learn about Ziklag in verse 6? 
What do we learn about Ziklag in Joshua 15:31?  

10. How long did David live in Ziklag (v. 7)? This reminds us that God was not in a 
hurry, and David had to be very patient.  
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David’s Activities in Ziklag – 1 Samuel 27:8-12 

 

11. What was David doing when he lived in Ziklag (v. 8)? 

12.  Each of the groups mentioned in verse 8 were groups present when Joshua 
was instructed to take the land. Could it be that God was completing the work 
begun at the conquest? What prevented the complete conquest of the land 
earlier? 

13. How would David and his men treat those they conquered (v. 9)? Why (v. 11)? 

14. What did David tell King Achish he was doing (v. 10)? 

15. In what way was David preparing for his own future as king in what happened 
while he lived in Ziklag? 

16. What was King Achish’ response to the reports David gave him (v. 12)? This 
was a false security. What was really happening? 

 

Conclusion: 

     This chapter shows David on the run, yet even here we see God’s hand at work. 
A city that should have been in Judea’s possession is given as a gift to David. 
Enemies that should have been destroyed already are slowly being dealt with. 
Resources needed to survive and thrive are being accumulated.  Though it looked 
like David was running from God, it turns out God was already there, with a plan 
to prepare for David’s future. 

     We also know that for every choice we make there are consequences, and 
David’s choice to raid villages and slaughter all the people within them to keep 
them silent would affect him later. When it came time to build the Temple David 
was not allowed to because he had so much blood on his hands. Here is just once 
instance of that.  

     It is clear that God has David where he wants him in the time of waiting to be 
king. In further studies we will see how strategic this will be, but for now we see 
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the hand of God clearly leading David.  Maybe in was in times like this that David 
would recite Psalm 23: 

The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2 

    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3 

    he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley,[a] 
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
    forever. 
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would recite Psalm 23: 

The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2 

    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3 

    he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley,[a] 
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
    forever. 
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Running Away – Into the Plans of God – 1 Samuel 27:1-12 

 

Introduction: 

     David’s life has become a nightmare. King Saul is relentless in his pursuit of 
David, despite the fact that David has repeatedly shown his loyalty to the king. 
King Saul promises that he will stop his pursuit of David, but within days he is back 
on the hunt. David not only fears for his life, but also for that of his family and the 
families that have started to follow him.  

     No doubt the first response of David and his spiritual advisers was, “Simply 
trust God.”  This is what David has been doing, but he still has no peace. In his 
frustration, and maybe a little desperation, David takes his band of followers 
across the border, out of the land of Judea into the territory of the Philistines. 
King Saul has had limited success fighting the Philistines so David is banking on the 
fact that the king will not follow him into enemy territory.  

     Was this move a demonstration of a lack of faith? Was David jeopardizing his 
relationship with God through this move? Will this move thwart God’s plans? 
Though these questions will take several chapters to answer, we start to find 
answers in this chapter. As noted earlier, the main question of 1 Samuel is, “Who 
is in control here?”   

 

David Flees to the Philistines – 1Samuel 27:1-4 

   

1. What is David’s mood in verse 1? Why does he feel this way? 

2. What is David’s plan to free himself of the relentless pursuit of King Saul? (v.1) 

3. In verse 2 we get a list of those who went with David. Who joined him in exile? 
This verse reveals that something more is happening than just an escape plan. 
What are we learning about David and the promise that he will one day be 
king? 

4. This is not the first time David fled to Achish for help. Why might King Achish 
shelter David and his men? (v. 3) 
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5. What is the response of King Saul when he realizes David has fled into the 
territory of the Philistines (v. 4)? 

 

David’s Request for a Home – 1 Samuel 27:5-7 

 

6. What favour does David ask of Achish, King of Gath (v. 5)? Why might David 
make this request of the king? 

7. How does the king respond to David’s request (v. 6)?  

 

8. Take a look at where Ziklag is thought to have been located (we are not certain 
but archeologists believe this to be the area. What is strategic about this 
location?  

9. What interesting piece of information do we learn about Ziklag in verse 6? 
What do we learn about Ziklag in Joshua 15:31?  

10. How long did David live in Ziklag (v. 7)? This reminds us that God was not in a 
hurry, and David had to be very patient.  
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David’s Activities in Ziklag – 1 Samuel 27:8-12 

 

11. What was David doing when he lived in Ziklag (v. 8)? 

12.  Each of the groups mentioned in verse 8 were groups present when Joshua 
was instructed to take the land. Could it be that God was completing the work 
begun at the conquest? What prevented the complete conquest of the land 
earlier? 

13. How would David and his men treat those they conquered (v. 9)? Why (v. 11)? 

14. What did David tell King Achish he was doing (v. 10)? 

15. In what way was David preparing for his own future as king in what happened 
while he lived in Ziklag? 

16. What was King Achish’ response to the reports David gave him (v. 12)? This 
was a false security. What was really happening? 

 

Conclusion: 

     This chapter shows David on the run, yet even here we see God’s hand at work. 
A city that should have been in Judea’s possession is given as a gift to David. 
Enemies that should have been destroyed already are slowly being dealt with. 
Resources needed to survive and thrive are being accumulated.  Though it looked 
like David was running from God, it turns out God was already there, with a plan 
to prepare for David’s future. 

     We also know that for every choice we make there are consequences, and 
David’s choice to raid villages and slaughter all the people within them to keep 
them silent would affect him later. When it came time to build the Temple David 
was not allowed to because he had so much blood on his hands. Here is just once 
instance of that.  

     It is clear that God has David where he wants him in the time of waiting to be 
king. In further studies we will see how strategic this will be, but for now we see 
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5. What is the response of King Saul when he realizes David has fled into the 
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the hand of God clearly leading David.  Maybe in was in times like this that David 
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